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INTRODUCTION

“The truly yielded and Spirit-filled heart not only loves to give but to hear with
gladness every call of obligation and know of every opportunity of spending
and being spent for Him we love.”

—A.B. Simpson

A.B. Simpson no doubt had a heart for missions. As founder of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance, Simpson preached and prayed that the Gospel would be carried
into all the world. He was a man of the Word who recognized and relied on the power of
the Holy Spirit throughout his ministry. He also understood that every effective
evangelistic enterprise required resources. Simply, the missionaries needed money for
their mission. Occasional missions-targeted offerings served a purpose, and Simpson
was grateful for them. However, these collections were often inconsistent and left
missions budgets lacking.

In 1899, Simpson developed the faith Promise principle to encourage churches and
believers to commit themselves to missionary support. He crafted the premise of this
plan from the eighth and ninth chapters of 2 Corinthians:

“Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and
knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in
this grace also.

| speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others,
and to prove the sincerity of your love.

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be
rich.”

(2 Corinthians 8:7-9)

The apostle Paul wrote to the believers at Corinth to point out that giving represented
one of the great graces of God. He sent this communication after being especially
touched by the generosity of the poorer Macedonians and wanted to relate the record of
their offering to prompt the richer Corinthians.

In the opening verses of 2 Corinthians 8, Paul details what life was like for the believers
in that region. They immediately faced troubles and persecutions after turning to Christ.
These things, however, did not make the Macedonians miserly or stingy. The trials of
their faith, rather, stirred in them a desire to give and support those suffering in Judea.
The news about the needs facing believers in that part of the Roman empire moved
those in Thessalonica and Berea, and the outpouring stunned Paul and his traveling
companions.



The way the Macedonians gave revealed something about the work of God in them.
Notice the progression spelled out by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:5-6:

“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the
Lord, and unto us by the will of God.

Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also
finish in you the same grace also.”

First, the Macedonians gave themselves to God. Then, they committed themselves to
Paul and his leadership, according to the “will of God.” Next, they were moved by God
to respond to the needs of their brothers and sisters—people they had never seen and
probably would never see.

The Corinthian church had previously promised to participate in this offering. Now, Paul
was using the example of the Macedonians to remind the Corinthians to make good on
those promises. Finish well, Paul was telling these believers. Those good intentions
should not be allowed to go stale.

This was not some guilt trip Paul was trying to put on the Corinthians. His desire was
that the Corinthians experience the joy that comes with giving. A heart for the mission of
God begins to possess such a love that the inhibitions and reservations generated by
the old sin nature get swallowed up. Giving grows from a grudging act of toil into a
cheerful heart expression.

Simpson’s faith Promise Principle had a two-fold purpose:

1. Encouragement to experience the joy of giving

2. A means of financially supporting missions

The joy of giving comes from seeing God at work, seeing needs supplied, and realizing
that the giver himself has entered into partnership with God. A faith promise is a faith
commitment, an agreement with God to partner with the Greater Grace mission to reach
others around the world through giving. The amount is determined after earnest prayer.
A faith promise gift does not diminish the tithe: it is an offering of thanks above tithes.
Unlike a pledge, the commitment is vertical instead of horizontal; it is a commitment to
God as an act of faith rather than to the church.

When making a faith promise, a believer looks to God for the provision. This kind of
expectant faith offers God an opportunity to pour financial blessings into His work



through His people. In essence, the believer asks, “How much can | trust God to give
through me?”

Faith promise giving has been widely and effectively used by churches to finance
missionary enterprises. This method of giving has allowed believers to directly
participate in missionary work, and has released abundant resources to do God’s work
at home and overseas. The faith Promise plan allows for significant increases to the
missions budget year by year as the congregation approaches each year with an open
heart, a growing burden, and a sense of expectancy and urgency.

Commitments are made during a special event in the church for one year at a time and
given as monthly (or weekly/biweekly) gifts through our missions office or online.

The principle of giving faithfully and regularly is vital. No gift is too little; even $10 given
each month by 100 people makes $1,000 a month and $12,000 a year — little brooks
coming together form a huge river. Regular annual giving helps missions budgeting and
missionaries on the field to enjoy some security about regular support, so they can
better plan their mission work.

In the following pages, we will look at the examples of faith commitment in our Bibles. In
reading this, keep in mind that any faith promise springs from our relationship to God.
And, this relationship is fortified through our prayers.

Ask the Lord to guide you in your commitment. Ask Him specifically and purposefully.
Ask persistently; continue in prayer until the answer comes. Let the Spirit, the Word,
and the Body of Christ counsel you in the details of your promise. Then, believe God for
the capacity and supply to follow through.

We are believing God to raise up an army of faith Promise givers. With their communion
of faith and generosity, new places can be reached and new churches planted.



CHAPTER ONE
NUMBERS 7—CONSISTENCY IN OFFERING

“And the princes offered for dedicating of the altar in the day that it was
anointed, even the princes offered their offering before the altar.

And the LORD said unto Moses, They shall offer their offering, each prince
on his day, for the dedicating of the altar.”

(Numbers 7:10-11)

The seventh chapter of Numbers is one of the longest in the Bible—89 verses. It's a
passage dedicated to spelling out the details of the offerings made by the princes of the
tribes of Israel. Moses had guided the people in following the instructions from the Lord
related to the Tabernacle. The Israelites gave abundantly toward the project. In fact,
they gave so much that the workers ran out of room to store the materials. Moses had
to say, “Stop!” They had to be “restrained from bringing” anything more (see Exodus
36:5-7). What an awesome problem to have in a church project!

The building process completed, the Tabernacle was now set up, anointed, and
consecrated. What followed was a processional of dedication for the altar. Over 12
days, the tribal princes each took his turn as the representative of his relatives in
bringing gifts to God. The altar was the first thing encountered at the Tabernacle. This
was the place of sacrifice and in the context of the Tabernacle it points to the Cross of
Christ. These tribal offerings confirmed the altar as the place of atonement. Today, our
offerings as believers say something about what happened at the “altar” of Calvary. We
are moved to give because Christ gave Himself for us.

From verse 12, Numbers 7 is a seemingly monotonous rendering that describes each
prince’s offering. The phrasing becomes repetitive, for the makeup of each offering is
exactly the same. While this does not make for easy reading, it does speak of
something very valuable concerning the consistent love and nature of God.

One thing does change in the offering accounts: every prince is named specifically:
“Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah ... Nethaneel the son of Zuar,
prince of Issachar ... Eliab the son of Helon, prince of the children of Zebulun ...” etc.
An offering is a personal encounter between a man and God; the Lord takes care to
note who gives. The depth of relationship prompts the heart. Giving strengthens our
bond with the Lord.

“And his offering was one silver charger, the weight thereof was an hundred
and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the



sanctuary; both of them were full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat
offering:

One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense:

One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five
lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Nahshon the son of
Amminadab.”

(Numbers 7:13-17)

Let's make some points concerning the items that comprised the offering, for we can
draw some spiritual meanings here. First, it is said that the princes brought a large plate
and a large bowl, each made of silver and each full of fine flour mingled with oil. Silver
represents redemption (see Numbers 3:45-49) and fine flour speaks to us of the sifted
life of Jesus Christ. We make our offerings from the standpoint of our position in Christ.
We were redeemed because He who knew no sin became our sin offering.

The spoon of gold filled with incense refers to our life with God and the practice of
prayer that maintains our intimacy with Him. As far as God is concerned, believers are
golden; we are chosen, royal, holy and peculiar, according to 1 Peter 2:9.

The bullock, the ram, and the lamb reveal three aspects of the character of Christ's work
of redemption. The bullock, a great and large animal, speaks of the sufficiency of
Christ’s offering of Himself. His work is finished, complete, and entire. The ram refers to
Christ as our substitute, taking our place in death; this principle is seen in Genesis when
God stopped Abraham from offering Isaac, and Abraham then offered the ram caught in
the thicket instead. The lamb points out to us the submission of Jesus to the eternal
plan as He silently allowed Himself to be led forth to the slaughter of the Cross.

The other animals, the goat and the oxen, also say something to us. The goat, as seen
in the scapegoats offering described in Leviticus 16:8, speaks of Christ dying for our
sins and carrying them away far away to a place where they cannot be found. The oxen
represent Christ as the servant of all. There are two oxen mentioned and for good
reason. Oxen were yoked together and used in tandem to plow fields. Similarly, Jesus
was both God and Man; His natures yoked as One as He walked on earth to die, and
together work still today as He reigns in heaven, ever making intercession for us from
His seat at the right hand of the Father.

When we see what is really behind the principle of offerings, giving according to
promise has to be seen in an eternal light. If we will permit our hearts to ponder all that
Christ has done for us when we begin to think about giving, then the offering is
transformed into thanksgiving.



“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be
rich.”

(2 Corinthians 8:9)

CHAPTER TWO
THE FAITH OF A GENTILE WIDOW

“Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:
behold, | have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.

So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the
city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called
to her, and said, Fetch me, | pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that | may
drink.

And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, | pray
thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.

And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, | have not a cake, but an handful
of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, | am gathering two
sticks, that | may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it,
and die.

And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make
me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee
and for thy son.

For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste,
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain
upon the earth.

And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he,
and her house, did eat many days.

And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according
to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.”

(1 Kings 17:9-16)



In 1 Kings, we encounter an interesting story of faith. These acts of faith are related to a
Gentile widow, a daughter of Sidon. This last point is important to note because Sidon is
also the birthplace of another Bible woman—Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, king of the
northern Kingdom of Israel. Two women here reveal to us two opposing views of
worship and life. The name of Jezebel is an infamous one, for it has become
synonymous with treachery, sensuality, and wickedness. She became queen, violently
persecuted those who served God in the land, and introduced her nation’s idols to the
people. Eventually, Jezebel's deceptions and cruelty caught up with her, as she died
after being tossed from a palace window and her body was left to be eaten by the stray
dogs.

We never are told the name of the widow, only that she and her son lived in the town
Zarephath. Her story is a powerful one, for she believed God through the word of His
messenger. Elijah, the prophet of God, was speaking out against the idolatry being
practiced under Ahab and Jezebel’s reign. As led by the Lord, Elijah pronounced
judgment upon this kingdom, saying to Ahab that there would be no rain or dew until the
prophet said so. The rain stopped and the waters ran dry in Israel. God instructed Elijah
to search out this widow.

The widow and her son were in a bad way when Elijah arrived and at once he asked her
to bring him some water and bread. Her plan for the moment involved preparing
something of a final meal for her and her son to share. Eat and die, that was her plan.
Imagine her surprise when Elijah said, “Fear not ... make me thereof a little cake first,
and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.” This widow acted in faith.
She did as the prophet said and she and her son lived through days of drought on a
barrel of meal that never went empty and a pot of oil that never ran dry.

This widow first brought what little she had to the prophet, according to the Word of
God. She did not let poverty paralyze her faith. Her faith may have been very small at
that point, but she exercised it nonetheless.

Think of the story of another poor widow; this report comes to us in the New Testament
through the gospels of Mark and Luke. Jesus watched this woman cast two mites into
the Temple offering, moving the Savior to remark:

“Of a truth | say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they
all: for all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God:
but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.”

(Luke 21:3-4)

Some bury what little they have and become indignant at the idea that they should give.
Christ made this point in His parable of the talents (Matthew 25:15-28). Each of the



three servants described in the parable had opportunity. One servant possessed five
talents, another had two, and another was given one talent. The first two servants
mentioned traded what they had and saw an increase in their master’s investment in
them. Rather than hold on to the talents, they showed trust and ingenuity. They gave
them up and saw something happen. The servant with one talent focused on his lack,
clung tightly to what he had. Thinking he had the least to offer and hence the most to
lose, he dug a hole, hid the talent away and did nothing with it.

What prompted such stingy, miserly behavior?

“Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, | knew
thee that thou art an hard man ...”
(Matthew 25:24)

The real problem was one of perception. The one talent servant viewed his master as
hard and punishing. He did not know him nor his ways. This servant knew his talent, but
knew nothing of the one who had committed it to him.

Sadly, so many find themselves in this situation with God. They have not taken the time
to learn of Him through His Word and His Church.

Our sense of God and His nature of love is key to our capacity to respond in faith. The
widows and the wise servants were free to give because of what they heard and who
they knew. They listened, believed, and responded.

The young ruler in Mark 4 represents to us the other side—those who are plenty
attached to their plenty. He had an inclination toward following Christ, running to Him
and kneeling before Him, and begging to hear the secret of eternal life. When Jesus
touched the thing most dear to him, his possessions, this man walked away “grieved.”

Through the Bible, we read examples of rich men who were close to God. Abraham, for
one, was extremely wealthy. He passed this wealth on to his son, Isaac, as we see in
Genesis 24:25-26:

“And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great:
and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and
menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses. And Sarah my
master’s wife bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto him hath
he given all that he hath.”

Yet, Abraham knew the place giving had in his experience and relationship with the
Lord.



“Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the
priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be
Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed
be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.
And [Abraham] gave him tithes of all.”

(Genesis 14:18-20)

Are you fearful of how giving will affect what you have? This is living in a form of deficit
motivation—you never think you have enough to give, so you never give. Get to know
God and His abundant mercies and watch your faith increase. He will speak; He will
move you; you will respond by grace through faith.

CHAPTER THREE
GIVING FROM THE RIGHT HEART

In Acts, chapters 4 and 5, we read about the right and wrong reasons for giving.
Barnabas, whose original name was Joseph, sold a field he owned and brought the
money to the Apostles. His act was celebrated and this onetime landowner became
known as the Son of Encouragement. Barnabas went on to become one of the great
teachers and missionaries of the early church. He sought out Paul and brought him into
the church at Antioch. Later, he and Paul became the dynamic duo of church planting
through the Roman Empire.

The first mention of Barnabas relates to his offering and is connected to the offering
made by other landowners—Ananias and Sapphira. Apparently seeing the fuss made
over Barnabas and his gift, this couple sold a piece of property and brought part of the
proceeds to the Apostles. As it was, the offering represented a great blessing to the
early Christian movement. However, Ananias made the offering to bring glory to himself
and his wife, promoting the pretense that they were “giving all” just as Barnabas had
done. The lie grieved the Holy Spirit and both were struck dead. It sounds like cruel and
unusual punishment, but only God knew the depth of what was going on in the hearts of
these believers. We read this and should trust the wisdom that comes from above.
Those who seek glory for themselves step into dangerous territory. Envy, greed, and



approbation are lust patterns that if left uncontrolled can destroy churches, families,
communities, and nations.

In 1 Samuel, right away we meet a man and his family. Elkanah has two wives—not an
uncommon practice in the cultural setting of the time—and one of them, Hannah, was
barren. This was a mark of dishonor for a wife; many at the time connected the childless
state with sin committed by the woman or her family. To make matters worse, the other
wife gloated in her ability to conceive and taunted Hannah every year as the family
made its pilgrimage to worship and make offerings at the Tabernacle in Shiloh.

Hannah’s sorrow drove her to pray desperately. She asked for a son and made a vow to
God:

“O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid,
and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine
handmaid a man child, then | will give him unto the LORD all the days of his
life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.”

(1 Samuel 1:11)

This was a faith promise Hannah kept. God remembered her and caused her to
conceive. As soon as Samuel, the son, was weaned, his mother brought him to the
Tabernacle and left him with the high priest, Eli.

“For this child | prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which |
asked of him:

Therefore also | have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be
lent to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there.”

(1 Samuel 1:27-28)

Year by year, Elkanah, Hannah and the rest of the family came to worship and make
offerings to God at Shiloh. Each year Hannah brought Samuel a new robe that she had
made for him, and this boy grew in the presence of the Lord and became the chief judge
in Israel. Eventually, Samuel anointed the nation’s first kings—Saul and David.

Hannah delighted in what God had done for her. She kept her faith promise without
reservation. The story of Hannah and her promise has more than a happy ending; it
comes to glorious conclusion in 1 Samuel 2:21:

“And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three sons
and two daughters. And the child Samuel grew before the LORD.”

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with



the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”
(Luke 6:38)

Hannah kept her promise. She gave her only son at that point, her firstborn, her
treasure; she brought him to the Lord without compromise. Let’s not pretend that this
was an easy thing to do. Still, she did it—not knowing that God would bring more
children into her life later on. Hannah gave and it was given unto her. God answered her
prayer above and beyond what she had expected.

A.B. Simpson said this:

“The blessing of God upon our temporal affairs is the certain fruit of our
giving. ‘He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully, and God is able to make all
grace abound toward you, that ye always having all-sufficiency in all things
may abound to every good work’ (2 Corinthians 9:6, 8).

There is no doubt that this passage refers directly to temporal blessing, and
God’s promise to prosper us when we give liberally that we may be able to
give more. Our giving enables us to have a partnership in the work of others
and to sow the seed of the gospel in fields which we personally could never
visit.”

With these thoughts in mind, let’s consider what God would have us give to His work in
this world. What could our faith Promise gifts do?

Where do we start? On our knees. On paper, our budgets may appear extremely tight.
Where will we find $50 a month to support a missionary? Prayer will show us the way.
Pray every month for God to bring in this amount. He can do it, for His heart is for
missions—He uses us and our faith to answer the need. At the end of the year, we will
see that God has done it; He has gone beyond our own plans.

How does it work? Here is an example. God puts a missionary in Nepal on our hearts.
We choose to support him monthly. We make the commitment and indicate our intention
to the Greater Grace Missions Department. Every month, a reminder notice is sent to
us. We respond to our faith Promise and send our offering with a note designating that it
go to this brother in Nepal.

The other part of the equation takes place in our prayer closets and in our hearts. Not
only do we serve our missionaries materially with our financial support, we also seek
God regarding their spiritual blessings. We go to the Lord for His work in the people, the
places, and the projects connected to the mission. God is faithful; He provides
according to His purpose and will as we believe.



As God’s people, we walk personally and individually before Him. He has ordained for
us to partner with Him. This program has a proven track record in missionary success.
The Peoples Church in Toronto, Canada, when led to establish the faith Promise system

by its late founder Oswald J. Smith, used its offerings to support more than 500
missionaries from year to year.
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